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Every time I try to write about the life and work of an Armenian hero, faces with more then heroic bravery pop in front of my eyes.

Aryudz Avak (I roots – ahh vakk) was one of those personalities; he was from Akhlat County’s town of Gdzouag. 

After killing the tyrant and corrupt governor of the town, he goes into seclusion in the mountains, disappearing for weeks. Finally he is forced to leave his hometown and travels on to Govgass (Caucus).

In Govgass when Aghpyur Serop was organizing his combat units, teaching them military tactics and the use of weapons of war. Aryudz Avak was among those dedicated men.

Later on participants of this group, after the martyrdom of Aryudz Avak, these men became prominent leaders and they served under the command of the formed party (Dashnaktsutiune) unit their deaths.

Avak was brave, mighty and fearless in the real sense of the word. Aghpur Serop seeing his brave deeds gives him the title “Aryudz “  (Lion) he had participated in many battles and had become a hero, so know one dared call him Avak without the “Aryudz” title.

Avak had punished the Kurdish governor, who was over the towns of the areas Akhlat and the Sal valley. On other occasions he cleansed the towns of Armenians who were traitors or betrayed their own people.

It was enough that the committee, along with witnesses verifies the act of the accused. Avak would gun him down in broad daylight, it didn’t matter how much protection the suspect had. The political party recalls Aryudz Avak to Vaspouragan. He was almost forcefully sent to Govgass because of his autonomous acts of retribution and intimidation.

Before writing about these, let me give you some information about our comrades Tro and Roupen, who talk about Aryudz Avak in their memoirs of the Armenian- Tartar conflicts.

The late comrade Tro writes in his memoirs. “At the time of the Armenian-Tartrian fighting, Aryudz Avak had formed a special group of commandos comprised of his compatriots. Many of these were soldiers of General Antranig or Aghyur Serop, but their commander was Hadji Godo. Hadji Godo was a calm and extremely intelligent, he was an experienced and serious leader.

Aryudz Avak, on the other hand, was nature’s rustic and uncultured son, who was extremely courageous, emotional and unrestrained as a child, with a clear soul and conscience.

An Armenian town was being besieged by the Tartar Turks; I (Tro) came to the town to help with a group of my men. We besieged the Turks and commenced to fierce fully fire on them.”

“ At this moment, Aryudz Avak arrives with the speed of lightning, he was upon his horse Kefo and had his group of men with him. It was like a storm had descended, he whizzed through the enemy forces destroying everything. I felt extremely embarrassed, unable to do the same thing myself. I was filled with shame and guilt.

I immediately arranged that we gather our horses and follow Avak and his men. When we reached him, Aryudz Avak had already removed the Turks from their fortifications, firing at them and cursing the retreating ones at the same time.”

“ During the fiercest point of the fighting, Avak noticed that a few Turks were trying to get away with a flock of sheep. He stopped and looked back at us and said, “Boys for Serop Pasha’s sake go out and get that flock back from those bastards.”

“Then he sees a Turk hiding out behind a rock, he fires at him, but the bullets miss him, so infuriated he starts to yell. You unworthy Turk, a bullet is to good for you. He dismounts Kefo and goes over to the coward and crushes his head with the butt of his gun.”

“After we pushed the Turks out, we regrouped. Avak also came, bringing with him the guns of the Turks he had killed.

After getting his men together, he got upon his horse and led them into the town. We followed him respectfully at a distance. They entered the town while singing songs of Serop Pasha. Avak had ordered his men strictly not to sing Antranig’s songs.

After putting away our horses. I followed Avak quickly into a primitive town inn, Avak sat having Oghi (a drink like whiskey or brandy) with his friends and cursing the Turks and praising Serop Pasha and drinking to his honor.

The following day when we were ready to go to Nakhichevan’s mountainous areas, Aryudz Avak put us on the road with warm well wishs. Saying men there is no place in these mountains that is out of danger, and I, Aryudz Avak hearing of the coming danger would not hesitate to come to your side. So go fight the enemy and if you are in need, I will arrive with birds speed, I’m behind you always, you may be sure of that.”

Roupen, in his memoirs, speaking of the guerillas of Akhlat describes Avak as follows.

We meet Aryudz Avak at the battles of Kataven and Papshen, he was one of Serops bravest soldiers, and altogether justifying his Aryudz title. 

Along with Palabekh Garabed, he too had to leave Akhlat county, via the city of Van he passed through Persia into Govgass (Georgia).

Garabed did not like Avak, because he would make adjustments according to time and place. He would change his behavior, and adjusted to his environment, but always keeping his lionly bravery.

His ability to adapt and adjust perhaps was the reason for his fall and bitter death.

Avak started to love life and its pleasures. In order to be free from Govgass’s atmosphere, he made some changes in his maneuvers that were not in agreement with Serops instructions. For this reason he was not liked by Serops men and party members.” He was not a politician.

“There after he did many brave acts for his country. In 1905 in the Armenian-Tartar war he preformed miracles of battle. But his greatest act was the defense of Talarakyugh and the battles of Nakhichevan. The people of these places still remember respectfully and gratefully, the services of Aryudz Avak recognizing him as their savior.

But despite his rendered services and fame, he allowed himself to make some mistakes that gave Nigol Touman the opportunity to strike him down with the approval of the party. This ignoble death perhaps was a bitter necessity of the party’s discipline, but that should not make us forget this self-scarifying and unprecedented hero, who risked his life and died in the name of his nation and people.

However Lions like these are the ones that warm up the world. Life would have been much colder without them. Alas Aryudz Avak!

“Now let me give you some examples of the numerous acts of terrorism. These acts were upon the request of his people in his hometown.” (A town committee approved these acts. We must not forget, the legal authority was an enemy power, and had a hand in the commission of these crimes against the people. )

When Avak finds out, from word of mouth in his town, that his godfather while transporting the town taxes had taken some of the money. When the godfather was asked about the missing amount, he had told the governor that Aryudz Avak had stolen it. Avak kills his godfather”.

  “In the town of Dapavank there was a wealthy homeowner who refused to accommodate the Armenian guerillas and help them. So Avak goes over with two of his comrades and kills three members of his family”.

“In the town of Perkhus, an Armenian traitor, counting on the protection of the Turkish police did some treacherous acts. The result of which was the imprisonment of a few dozen members of the town committee, they were tortured in terrible ways. 

Everyone’s wish was to get rid of this traitor. Avak had to locate this traitor by himself in order to be able to hit him. The problem was that he was always with the Turkish police, eating and spending most of his time with them”.

One day Aryudz Avak goes into the town all alone and in broad daylight, he walks over to the guardhouse and confronts two police on duty, he points his pistol at them and says,” “ I have come to take the life, of the Armenian traitor who is staying with you. If you make the slightest move I’ll kill you both”. The police knowing him by reputation were frightened and dropped their weapons.

Avak enters the room where he sees four other policemen and the traitor. He repeats his threat to them, and without losing a second he shoots the traitor in the heart, he turns to the Turks and says, “ I’m leaving now, if you come out before five minutes I kill you too”, pointing the gun at them. He leaves and travels to Nemrut. The policemen not only stay there five minutes, they remain motionless for a long time, not moving till people from outside come in to tell them that Aryudz Avak is long gone”.

After the death of Serop, Avak committed many acts of terrorism in his home county. These were in the interests of his people and against the Turks and traitors, but they always were with the consent of the committee in charge.

He did these things till the party called him to Vaspouragan. He was almost sent to Govgass for fear of more of his independent activities.

Taking along his wife and children, Avak settles in Gars (Kars) and remains available as a soldier for the party till his death.

In nineteen hundred and five he had a group of his own men and fought in the Armenian-Tartar wars. This group is said to have performed some miracles during the self-defense of Nkhichevan and Talarskegh, they always returned victorious from these battles.

After returning to Gars with his wife and children, he lives in the shade of his fame and glory he acquired through his braveries and heroism.

Once again he begins to disobey the party, this brings about an organized struggle to over –throw and too finally kill him.

For the first time ever, under the command of Aris, a few comrades of the party are sent to disarm Avak, this is done to stop him from independently committing terrorist acts.

Aris tells Avak about their mission and informs him of the party’s purpose. After hearing this, Avak kisses his weapons and hands them over to Aris Saying “ The decision of Serop Pasha’s party has a place in my head and heart, here are my weapons. Aris seeing his obedience returns his weapons to him.

“ In the same year, Murad of Sepastia is sent, this time plainly to kill Avak. But Murad being the godfather of Avaks’ children, advises Avak to go to Tiflis 

(In Georgia) and finally takes him there personally, explaining the accusations made about him. Aryudz Avak upon hearing all of this gets upset. His friend advises him to stay calm and to obey the party. Avak returns to the town filled with hatred against his party members and threatens to kill them all.

One time when his was fishing, five or six of his opponents sneak up on him, tie him up and take him to Gars, After a short time he is found back in his town, nobody knows what happened.

One of his opponents was from Moush, when Avak finds this out, he kills him the next day. Because of this act the party decides to stop Avak at any price, by putting an end to his life.

In nineteen hundred and seven, the very same day as his death, two of his soldiers go over to the party and furiously kill three of its members. Their corpses were paraded on horse back through the town to show defiance to the party and to pay homage to a hero and son of Armenia.

Henceforth, in Govgass, years after his death, his heroic acts and braveries were being told as part of history. Aryudz Avak was their savior and unprecedented and courageous warrior. He was a patriot.

Armenian songwriters even composed songs and lyrics about him.

Bakou, Shoush, and Nakhichevann you saved, thirty thousand liras to your nation you gave……..

The struggle is not over! God is on our side.

